
 

 

 

CLALLAM  COUNTY  REPUBLICAN  PARTY                                                                                                                                                           AUGUST   2013 

CALENDAR 

 

August 10 -  “Meet the Hutch” - 
Ken Hutcherson to speak at 
Sequim Bible Church from 1-3 
p.m. 

Aug. 19  - Central Committee 
mtg.—Headquarters—7 p.m. 

Aug. 20—Issues Meeting—

 

CCRP Office:  509 So. Lincoln, Port Angeles  -  Ph. & Fax:   417-3035 

Office Hours:  Weekdays, 11 AM until 2 PM         Mailing Address: Box 808, PA, 98362 

Web Page:  www.clallamrepublicans.org         E-mail: clallgop@olypen.com 

 

Don’t forget to bring your  

donations to headquarters for 

the RWCC Shoe Box effort.  

Those gifts will be shipped to 

our military men and women 

soon. 

Did you know...? 

 

About Common Core:  A majority of 
states have already signed on to Com-
mon Core by signing up for the Depart-
ment of Education’s “Race to the Top” 
program in 2009 and 2010. Common 
Core’s English and math standards were 
not yet written at the time, thus these 
states never saw the standards when 
they agreed to them. These standards 
are copyrighted and thus cannot be 
changed. 
 

Common Core’s subpar English Lan-
guage Arts (ELA) standards are intended 
to remove the great British and Ameri-
can literary works of William Shake-
speare, John Bunyan, Herman Melville, 
Mark Twain, T.S. Eliot, and C.S. Lewis 
from school curricula. These literary clas-
sics will be replaced with simple bro-
chures, restaurant menus, technical 
manuals, and government pamphlets. 

Candidates Speak 

at Central Committee 
 

 

At the June meeting Sean Ryan, 
candidate for Fire District Commis-
sioner #3, spoke to the Central 
Committee about his qualifications 
and reasons for running.  He cited 
his business background, owning 
and operating a local business with 
15 employees over the past 18 
years, reflecting the ability to run a 
successful business.  He has been 
a local volunteer fireman for the 
past 5 years, so knows the inner 
workings of the fire department.  He 
said his business background would 
serve well in budgeting, and his 
goal is to be a good steward of the 
taxpayers’ money.  He is running 
because he believes he can help 
cut costs to taxpayers while helping 
the district become more efficient 
and expand its services. 
 

Charles Perdomo is also running 
for Fire District Commission #3.  He 
spoke at July’s Central Committee 
meeting, stating that he is “new” to 
the area, coming from Florida, 
where he recently retired from  the 
5th largest fire department in the 
nation in Miami-Dade County. He 
talked about bringing some of the 
ideas from that big fire department 
to Sequim’s fire district, saying he 
can offer a “new” perspective and a 
“new” view.  He shared some of the 
ideas he brings from the experience 
he had in Florida. 
               - continued on page 4 

Meet the “Hutch” 

 

A free co-sponsored event by the 
Clallam County Republican Party 
and the Republican Women of 
Clallam County, this summer event 
will be fun and informative!  Here’s 
an opportunity to get together with 
your fellow Republicans for an en-
joyable couple of hours in Sequim, 
while getting the opportunity to hear 
Dr. Ken Hutcherson, former middle 
linebacker for the Seahawks, Dallas 
Cowboys and San Diego Chargers, 
and current senior pastor of Antioch 
Bible Church near Seattle.  He’s a 
dynamic speaker who will be talking 
about the freedom and right to pur-
sue happiness and equal treatment 
under the law.  Take a couple of 
hours on Saturday afternoon to 
come and hear him, and enjoy fel-
lowship and refreshments with other 
like-minded folks. (Did I mention the 
event is free?)  (See flyer this page.) 

“The Constitution is not an instru-
ment for the government to re-
strain the people, it is an instru-
ment for the people to restrain 
the government>” 
                  ~Patrick Henry 
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 VIEW  FROM THE  CHAIR    
         SUSTAINING MEMBERS  $25      HALF-CENTURY CLUB  $50      

     CENTURY CLUB  $100       BABY ELEPHANTS   $250      ELEPHANTS $500          

ROGUE ELEPHANTS  $1,000     BLUE RIBBON ROGUE   $2,500 

Is There “News” in News?   

          Or Just “Views”? 

 

Most people, especially those of my generation, reflexively 
read newspapers to> well> get the news.  But do we get 
news?? Or do we get views?  And what’s the difference? 

News, of course, should be simple fact-based information 
related in an unbiased manner.  Views, on the other hand, 
make use of the same fact-based information but are then 
colored by the reporter’s perspective.  And it takes a truly 
determined effort for a reporter to relate a story without in-
jecting his personal biases. 

As an example, suppose a reporter were to be assigned to 
cover a meeting of the flat earth society in which the “flat-
ers” postulate on the rational for their beliefs.  While a good 
reporter would try to faithfully report what was said and 
done at the convention, he will “know” that the earth is not 
flat and this skepticism – or downright disbelief – would 
come across in his reportage. 

He would “know” this because his education reinforces his 
belief in a round earth and, indeed, the many other beliefs 
that make up his world view or “what he knows to be 
true”.  Therefore, not surprisingly, a newspaper’s presenta-
tion of the news will be influenced by the cumulative 
knowledge of the staff or, more importantly, what the staff 
“knows to be true”. 

In times past, journalists seem to come from all walks of 
life.  They had not necessarily been exposed to universities 
or colleges and the musings of academia but, rather, 
gained their knowledge from experience.  

Today, however, for the most part, newspapers are staffed 
by graduates of schools of journalism and have been 
taught by cloistered academics who, despite a lack of real 
world knowledge – or maybe because of it –  will spout left-
wing blather to impressionable youth and thereby transfer 
what they “know to be true” to this new generation.  Not 
surprisingly, this new generation lacks the experience and 
knowledge to judge what is true and what is not and so 
they are inclined to believe their mentors.  Even if it is a 
bunch of progressive drivel. 

Therein lies the problem with many of today’s journalists; it 
is not what they don’t know but, rather, what they “know to 
be true” that simply isn’t so...                                      

Dick 

ROGUE ELEPHANTS 

Kip & Alice McKeever   5/13            

ELEPHANTS 

Seven Cedars Casino   4/13   Richard & Lynne Kott   2/13    

Mark & Sonjia Marinaro  1/13   Don Alexander 6/13     

BABY ELEPHANTS 

 Jerry & Diloy Ludke   4/13   John Procter   3/13    
Barbara & Allan Bentley   2/13     Georgia & Warren Mitchell   2/13    

Anon. 1/13       Kaj & Laura Ahlburg   7/12   Colleen Philliber   4/12     

CENTURY CLUB MEMBERS 

Rod & Patti Howard   4/13   Tobert & Gisela Kavanaugh   3/13      

Thomas & Susan Lee   3/13     William Bartlett, Jr.   3/13   Dixie Simpson   3/12     

Michael Schaefermeyer   3/13   Lonnie Pollard   3/13    Stanley & Mary Johann  3/13    

Janice & Gary Smith   3/13   Susan Virgin   2/13     Dick Beare   2/13     

Daniel  & Susan Shotthafer   2/13   Charles & Karen Fink   2/13     
Cleo Brenner   2/13    Don & Ruth Roberts   2/13    

Milo & Terri Walker   2/13      Claudia Cookson   2/13   Doris Nolan   1/13     

Col. David Swinford   1/13     Jim & B.J. Harper   1/13   Dixie Gaydeski   1/13     

Jerry & Geri Angiuli   12/12    Harold & Joyce Hanusa   10/12      

Leland Jones   10/12      William Bartlett, Jr.   9/12     Norris Hart   9/12     

Carl & Helen Rice   7/12     Jim & Margaret McAllister   7/12       

Deborah Kelly   5/12   Daniel & Cynthia Gase   5/12    Curtis Johnson   4/12      
Stephen Deutermann   4/12  J W & Aloma Blaylock 6/13         

HALF-CENTURY CLUB 

Shirley Lannan   4/13   James & Beatrice Muir    4/13  Ann Kennedy   4/13   

I.J. & Delores Leskinovitch  4/13    Brando Blore   4/13    

Bill & Linda Rhodes   4/13   Krys Gordon   4/13   Fred Chan   3/13      
Ernest Secondez   3/13     Grant Munro   3/13   Fred & Carol Royce   3/13    

Carol  Philpott   3/13     Arthur & Veronica Ayres   3/13   Lorraine Ross   3/13    

Elna Kawal   3/13   Floyd & Margaret Norcott  3/13     Eric Foth   2/13    

Karl & Soonja Spees   2/13   Laurence O’Donnell   2/13    

Richard & Grieta Sieg   2/13   Wesley & Priscilla Edwards   2/13    

Dan & Wilma Johnson   2/13   Donald Hall   2/13   Pat & Joanne Nolan   2/13     

Orville Campbell   2/13   Jim & Sheila Pfaff   1/13    
Bob & Gisela Kavanaugh   11/12   Don & Dixie Simpson   10/12      

Lucinda & Steven Schlaffman   10/12   Norma Hunt   9/12   Bob Phillips   8/12      

Will Garrison   8/12     Harry Lee   8/12     Tom & Virginia O’Donnell   8/12      

Martha Brooks   7/12   Carl & Pat Nielsen   7/12   Walt & Marlis Panchyshyn   6/12     

Forest & Anna Faulkner   5/12    John & Pauline Behel   5/12       

Maria Mactavish  4/12     

Richard Brostrom  4/12    Joanne Hatfield   4/12  H. A. McKeever 6/13 

Mary Lee Long—6/13   Jim & Connie Beauvais—6/13    

SUSTAINING  MEMBERS 

Tom Damman   4/13    James Cunningham   4/13  Linda Beatty   4/13    

Mike & Robin Van Sant   4/13      Dave Collins   4/13   Adrienne Monro   3/13    

Dorothy Ludke   3/13   Bill Paddock   3/13  Ruth Fox   3/13  James Carey   3/13   

 Peggy Newlin   3/13    Beverly Stanley   3/13   Brian Teel   3/13   Paul Sprinkle  2/13    
Tom Santos   2/13      Phyllis Bentley   2/13    John Hanrahan   2/13   Gordon & Sue 

Gibbs   1/13   Sue & Bob Forde 1/13      Frank Staben   10/12      Bob Leitz   10/12       

Albert Friess   10/12   Rev. Don & Jan Smith    9/12    Merle Broderick   9/12  Samuel 

Springob, Sr.   9/12    Larry Noblin  9/12     Glenn & Joyce Corson   9/12     

Stephanie Noblin   9/12   Maureen McElravy   8/12      Jerry & Sandra Mitchell   8/12     

Peter & Gayla Heisel   7 /12     Janet & Pete Flatley   4/12      Stephen Holloway   

JULY   CONTRIBUTORS 

Half-Century Club 

Forrest & Anna Faulkner 

Reach others with the conservative message.  Pass this on�. 
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SEND A GENEROUS $300 CHECK  
FOR THE RENT 

JANUARY 

KIP & ALICE MCKEEVER 

FEBRUARY—ANON. 
MARCH 

BARBARA & ALLAN BENTLEY 

APRIL 

RICHARD & LYNNE KOTT 

MAY—JOHN PROCTER 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP,  FOLKS !! 
CHECKS PAYABLE TO  
CCRP, BOX 808 

PORT ANGELES, WA   98362 

 

July 4th Events included 
Rally, Port Angeles  Parade 
Hay Wagon Float  

 

Approximately 40 folks showed up 
at the Rally in Sequim on Ju-
ly.  Organized by Bob McGonigel, 
all four street corners of Priest Road 
and Washington Street saw sign 
and flag wavers getting mostly posi-
tive responses of waves and horn 
honks from the passersby.  Signs 
included commentary about the 
IRS, Benghazi - “We’ve been lied 
to”, Obama’s $100 million vacation, 
God Bless America, and 1st and 
2nd Amendment Rights signs, 
among others.  Watch for notice of 
our next Rally, and plan to come 
and join us.  It’s great fun - and a 
way to encourage others. 

That same evening, the GOP hay 
wagon float (thanks to Lietz 
Farms for supplying the hay!) and 
the folks who rode on it and/or 
passed out flags to the crowd en-
joyed positive thumbs-up, cheers 
and flag waving in response to 
ours.  Is a  change in the air?  Is it 
possible that folks are finally waking 
up to what our current Administra-
tion is doing to our nation, and get-
ting sick of it?  We can certainly 
hope - and continue to work hard to 
reach every more citizens with the 
truth toward changing the direction 
of the country back toward that 
which our Founding Fathers envi-
sioned for it. Thanks to Jindy, Bob, 
Stephanie, Levi, Sue and Dick for 
their work in making it happen!! 

Catch up on the latest Catch up on the latest Catch up on the latest Catch up on the latest 

news at our website:news at our website:news at our website:news at our website:    

clallamrepublicans.orgclallamrepublicans.orgclallamrepublicans.orgclallamrepublicans.org    

 

WE SAVE MONEY ON PAPER, 
PRINTING AND POSTAGE WHEN 
YOU CHOOSE TO RECEIVE YOUR 

NEWSLETTER VIA  
E-MAIL.  SUE CAN MAKE IT 

HAPPEN.  JUST LET HER KNOW AT 

sueforde@clallamrepublicans.org 

Video Review:  “Agenda: Grinding America Down” 

Is Communism Alive and Well in the U.S.? 

 

In order to defeat the enemy, we must know who he is and what he’s doing.  
Most Americans today either believe that communism is dead, or that com-
munism is not a threat to our way of life.  I recently viewed a video online, and 
then promptly ordered several copies to hand out because it was so well pro-
duced, and so full of excellent information that I wanted to encourage every-
body to watch it. 
 

When Idaho Legislator Curtis Bowers wrote a "letter to the editor" about the 
drastic changes in America's culture, it became the feature story on the even-
ing news, people protested at the Capitol, and for weeks the local newspapers 
were filled with responses. He realized then... he'd hit on something.  
 

Ask almost anyone and you'll hear, "Communism is dead! The Berlin Wall 
came down." Thought the word communism isn't used anymore, this film will 
show the ideas behind it are alive and well. Join Bowers for a fascinating look 
at the people and groups that have successfully targeted America's morality 
and freedom in their effort to grind America down. It's a well documented 
AGENDA. 
 

I highly recommend that you take 1-1/2 hours to watch this excellent and effec-

tive film – it will keep you spellbound from beginning to end.  You can watch it 

online for free at http://vimeo.com/63749370, or order it online at www.nwri.org/

agenda-21-communism.  If you are unable to order online, let us know, and we 

can order one for you.  Contact  Sue at sueforde@clallamrepublicans.org. 

Hillsdale College is offering FREE 
courses on the Declaration of In-
dependence and the Constitution. 

Hillsdale College is the only non-

government funded college in the 
US, as far as I know.  Hillsdale offers 
a “free” publication, “Imprimis” which 
comes every two months with excel-
lent articles.  You can request yours 
online at www.hillsdale.edu. 

The College is offering free online 
courses in the Declaration and Con-
stitution.   

In the first lecture from the 
“Introduction to the Constitution” se-
ries, Hillsdale College President Lar-
ry P. Arnn argues that the American 
republic’s meaning and proper meth-
od of operation is found in two docu-
ments, the Declaration of Independ-
ence and the Constitution. He intro-
duces the two main principles of the 
Declaration–Nature and Equality–

and explains how they are key to 
understanding the arrangements of 
government found in the Constitu-
tion.  You can view it here: https://
online.hillsdale.edu/page.aspx?
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President Barack Obama 

http://www.whitehouse.gov 

Write: c/o The White House 

1600 Penn. Ave.,  N.W. 

Wash. D.C.  20500 

Comments:  202-456-1111 

U.S. Capitol Switchboard     
    Tel.  202-456-1414 

                         U. S. SENATE 

U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell 
Write: 717 Hart Senate Office Bldg., 

     Wash. D.C. 20510 

Tel. (202) 224-3441 

      or Seattle 206-220-6400 

Fax (202) 228-0514 

U.S. Senator Patty Murray 

Write: 173 Russell Senate Bldg., 

     Wash. D.C. 20510 

Tel. (202) 224-2621 

     or Seattle 206-553-5545 

Fax (202) 224-0238 

      6th CONGRESSIONAL DIST. 

U.S. Rep.  Derek Kilmer 

Write: 1429 Longworth House Office 

Building, Washington, DC 20515 

Tel. (202)-225-5916 

Congressional  e-mail links at 

http://www.congress.org 

[E-mail via “Web form.”] 

Candidates speak 

               -continued from page 1 

 

Brandon Janisse, running for Se-
quim City Council, also spoke at the 
meeting.  He served in the 101st 
Airborne in Iraq, and is currently 
working toward his MBA.  He has 
lived in Sequim most of his life, and 
said his reason for running is bring 
transparency and fiscal responsibility 
to the Council.  He says the City 
needs to encourage the local busi-
nesses, and stick to infrastructure.  
“Let the businesses come up with 
their own plan as far as signs are 
concerned,” he said in answer to a 
question about the sign ordinance. 
He says the City is spending too 
much money where they don’t need 
to be, and passing increased taxes 
and fees to cover it.  He will work for 
fiscal responsibility if elected. 
 

Mike Howe, candidate for Sequim 
School Board,  spoke  to the PCOs 
and guests about his bid.  He is run-
ning unopposed.  He has three chil-

RRRRESTORINGESTORINGESTORINGESTORING            THETHETHETHE            PPPPENINSULAENINSULAENINSULAENINSULA    

DAN  PERRY  &  BOB  FORDE 

(360) 912-1412 

                                                                                                    Dan  Perry  &  Bob Dan  Perry  &  Bob Dan  Perry  &  Bob Dan  Perry  &  Bob     FordeFordeFordeForde    

SSSSUPPORTINGUPPORTINGUPPORTINGUPPORTING            AAAAMERICANMERICANMERICANMERICAN            TTTTRADITIONSRADITIONSRADITIONSRADITIONS    

Licensed—Bonded—Insured 

“They who can give up essential liberty 
to obtain a little temporary safety, de-
serve neither liberty nor safety.” 
~Benjamin Franklin: 1775 

dren in the school district, and be-
lieves parents should be represented 
on the Board.  Born and raised in 
Wyoming, he served as Chair of the 
College Republicans for his college, 
as well as as the State Chair of the 
College Republicans.  He has been 
very involved in politics, and has a 
talk show on KONP. He is currently 
employed with the PUD.   (More in-
formation can be read about Mike  at 
www.leadershipinstitute.org/news/?
NR=9647.) 
 

Debbie Fuson, PCO, is running for 
the Port Angeles School Board 
against two opponents.  She said she 
is against Common Core, and will 
fight that, if elected.  She will also 
work to bring back vocational educa-
tion and PE.  Debbie has a business 
background, and a grandchild in the 
public school system.  Debbie asks 
for our vote in the Primary. 
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The Consensus Process and 
the Delphi Technique 

 

By Sue Forde 

 

If you’ve ever been to a meeting with 
any local, state or federal agency 
(Ecology, EPA, etc.), then you will 
have experienced the “Consensus” 
process, or “Delphi Technique”.   
 

Simply put, the technique is one 
learned by those in control to manip-
ulate groups into predetermined out-
comes.  There are a variety of meth-
ods used within the Consensus Pro-
cess.   
 

First, it is dependent upon a “group”.  
In a one-on-one situation, it can’t be 
used.  Usually, the program involves 
a “show and tell” setup, then a good 
amount of time of “education”, fol-
lowed by a public comment or 
“question and answer” period.  Often 
any questions or statements are writ-
ten on a white board by the agency 
rep, which later shows up in a state-
ment of what “they” understand “you” 
said.    It involves “group think.” 
 

Another method is to break people 
into smaller “groups”, and then, 
through use of the Delphi Technique, 
the “facilitator” will manipulate the 
group to arrive at pre-determined 
outcomes, often without the mem-
bers of the group ever realizing it. 
 

There are methods to nicely disrupt 
the use of the Consensus Process 
and/or Delphi Technique.  For more 
information about the “process” and 
how it can be overcome, go to 
www.nwri.org/the-consensus-

process. 

“Wild Olympics” back 
in the news 

 

It’s baaack – The Wild Olympics has 
been resurrected – although it never 
formally “died”, and State Representa-
tive Steve Tharinger (D) is leading in 
the support of it.  Senator Patty Mur-
ray said in February that she plans to 
reintroduce the legislation that died in 

the 2012 session of Congress. You 
may recall that the Clallam County 
Republican Party passed a Resolution 
against it in 2011.  You can read it at 
the CCRP website – 
www.clallamrepublicans.org – scroll 
down the right sidebar, along with 
more information about the scheme. 
 

The Wild Olympics Campaign (WOC) 
is a consortium of environmental 
groups including the Sierra Club, Wil-
derness Coalition and others, working 
to increase the boundary of the Olym-
pic National Park by buying up land 
from so-called “willing sellers” of 
37,000 acres to place into 
“wilderness”; by changing the designa-
tion of current park land (an additional 
134,000 acres) into a “wilderness” 
designation, and calls for 450 miles of 
Wild and Scenic Rivers designation. 
Approximately 145,000 of USDA [U.S. 
Dept. of Agriculture] Forest Service 
Olympic National Forest would be con-
verted to national “Wilderness” desig-
nation.  
 

The Olympic National Park already 
contains 922,650 acres and the Olym-
pic National Forest contains another 
633,677 acres, according to the infor-
mation at the Parks’ websites - over 
1.5 million acres.  Several individuals 
who have seen the long-range plan for 
the park have stated that the goal is to 
encompass the entire Olympic Penin-
sula. 
 

A “wilderness” designation generally 
prohibits any access except hiking in 
or horseback - no motorized and 
mechanized use, logging, mining or 
other development. “Wild and Scenic 
Rivers” designation forbids licensed 
dams and other water projects, and 
establishes a ¼-mile protected corri-
dor on both sides of the river. 
 

At the Commissioner’s meeting where 
the Resolution was presented, Chair-
man Dick Pilling stated that among 
other reasons to oppose the move, 
that “any productive use of the 
‘protected lands’ is prohibited. Long 
the source of Washington’s economic 
hydro-power, our rivers could no long-
er be harnessed> timber, the former 
building block of Washington State’s 

economy, is off limits> grazing lands 
and crop-rich soil would lie fallow...” 
 

Parks should include people, not ex-
clude them, which was the original 
intent in creating the park system.  
How about opening up areas of the 
park to private enterprise, like lodges 
and cafes – guides for white water 
rafting and other private enterprises 
that allow the people to truly ‘enjoy’ 
the parks we already have. This would 
create jobs for folks on the Peninsula, 
in addition to more tax revenues.   
 

Write to Senator Murray and US Rep-

resentative Derek Kilmer, and let them 

know why they should NOT promote 

“more” wilderness on the Olympic 

Peninsula. 

GMO Labeling Initiative 

 

Opinion from “Vote No on 522” 
 

I-522 is a complicated, costly measure 
that is not what it seems, according to a 
coalition of Washington farmers, food 
producers and scientists. 
 

I-522 would mandate special food label-
ing regulations in Washington that don’t 
exist in any other state. 
 

These Washington-only regulations 
would: unfairly hurt Washington farmers, 
food producers and grocers; create more 
state bureaucracy, costing taxpayers 
millions; and increase food prices paid by 
Washington families. 
 

Moreover, I-522 is so full of arbitrary spe-
cial interest exemptions that it would not 
give consumers a reliable way of know-
ing which foods contain GE ingredients 
and which don’t.   
 

According to Reason magazine, private 
GE food labeling (not government) is 
achieving quiet and growing success.  
Read more at www.votenoon522.com.  
There are plenty of news items available 
there to aid with your research on the 
subject. 

Do you have a topic you’d like to see 
addressed in this newsletter—or news to 
report?  Would you like to be on our 
“news” email list?  Contact Sue Forde at 
sueforde@clallamrepublicans.org or use 
the contact form at 
www.clallamrepublicans.org 
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UNDER  THE DOME 

State Senator Jim Hargrove  -   

(360) 786-7646  - E-mail: 

hargrove.jim@leg.wa.gov 

 

State Rep. Steve Tharinger  -   

(360) 786– 7904 - 

E-mail: tharinger.steve@leg.wa.gov 

State Rep. Kevin Van DeWege  -   

(360) 786-7916  

E-mail: vandewege.kevin@leg.wa.gov  
 

State and federal info changes  

occasionally.  If in doubt, check http://

www.votesmart.org 

An excellent source for information 
about how your elected representa-
tives have voted  is 
www.votesmart.org.  Here you can sign 
up to follow a variety of areas about your 
elected representatives, including how 
they voted, positions on issues, ballot 
measures and much more. 
 

Both State Representatives Steve Tha-
ringer and Kevin VandeWege voted in 
favor of these bills. 
Yes on HB 1817 – authorized undocu-
mented students to apply for State finan-
cial aid. 
Yes on SB 5802 – authorizes a carbon 
emissions reduction study 

Yes on HB 1000 – grants immunity to 
Health Care Providers following End-of-
Life Directives 

Yes (and sponsored) HB 1044 – re-
quires health insurance plans to cover 
abortions 

Yes on SB 6455 to increase transpor-
tation fees (and to increase gas tax by 
10.5 center per gallon) 
Yes on SB 6239 – authorizes same-sex 

marriage 

2013 Legislative Session:   
Family Issues Review 

  

by John Geis & Joseph Backholm  

  

Most of the attention from the 2013 legis-
lative session focused on the budget 
negotiations, which pitted the downtown-

Seattle led House of Representatives 
against the Senate's Majority Coalition of 
23 Republicans and 2 Democrats.  The 
budget stalemate that resulted required 
two special sessions before an agree-
ment was reached shortly before the July 
1 deadline. 
  

However, the budget wasn't the only 
thing happening in Olympia this 
year.  This was also a significant year 
where family issues are con-
cerned.   While there remains much 
room for improvement, the hundreds of 
people that rallied to Olympia, on multi-
ple occasions, to stand for life, parental 
rights, and religious freedom represented 
undeniable progress. 
  

As a result, Washington State today is 
better for it. Here is brief summary of 
some of the successes as well as some 
challenges we continue to face.  
 

Abortion Insurance Mandate Bill  - 
Attack on freedoms of religion and 
conscience 

  

For the second year in a row, Planned 
Parenthood's effort to make everyone 
pay for abortion with their insurance pre-
miums did not pass out of the Legisla-
ture.  Hundreds of people rallied to Olym-
pia for public hearings on Jan 31st and in 
the Senate on April 1st.  It passed out of 
the House but didn't get out of the Health 
Care Committee in the Senate.  Several 
attempts were made in the Senate to 
bring it to the floor but they all failed nar-
rowly.  Planned Parenthood has already 
stated their intention to bring the bill back 
next year. 

  

Its success or failure could be deter-
mined by the outcome of a special elec-
tion this November in the 26th legislative 
district. Sen. Nathan Schlicher, who was 
appointed to fill a vacancy left by Derek 
Kilmer when he was elected to Congress 
and supports the abortion insurance 
mandate is being challenged by Rep. 
Jan Angel, who is currently a House 
member from that district and opposes 
the mandate.  The Senate Majority Coali-
tion Caucus (MCC) made an agreement 
to not forward any "social" bills.  That 
was a great help in killing this bill as two 
senators in the MCC were in favor of this 
bill.  
  

   

Religious Freedom Bill - Concerning 
the right to engage in commerce free 
from discrimination 

  

The bill SB 5927, would clarify that the 
state cannot force someone to provide 
services.  This bill would have protected 
businesses like Arlene's Flowers, a Rich-
land florist currently being sued by our 
Attorney General for declining to provide 
the florist service for the same-sex wed-
ding of long-time customers. A poll 
showed that 61% of voters oppose the 
AG's lawsuit.  The bill was drafted late in 
the session, so it never received a hear-
ing. However, the conversation over reli-
gious freedom and conscience rights will 
resume during the next legislative ses-
sion.  
Tax Payer Funding of Abortion/
Planned Parenthood 

  

While Planned Parenthood was not suc-
cessful in their legislative policy priorities, 
they will continue to receive more than 
$20 million each year from Washington 
taxpayers. While Planned Parenthood 
does not explicitly receive money in the 
budget, "family planning" is the term the 
government uses to describe the area 
where they allocate our tax dollars to pay 
for abortion and contraception. 
  

During the next biennium, Washington 
State will spend 21.9 million on "family 
planning."  An additional $32.9 million of 
federal funds will be spent on family 
planning.  This means that despite enter-
ing the session with a deficit of $1.1 bil-
lion, the legislature decided that paying 
for people's birth control and abortions 
was simply too high a priority to be re-
duced. 
  

In 2012, Washington State spent $6.2 
million on abortion funding and the 
new budget continues taxpayer funding 
of abortion. 
  

  

What you can do in the interim 

  

In the legislative process, issues rarely 
ever go away. That is why it is critical 
that you have an ongoing conversation 
with your legislators about these and 
other issues important to you and your 
family. 
  

We encourage you to contact your legis-
lators by calling them at the legislative 
hotline 1-800-562-6000 or emailing 
them here.  
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The “Water” Issue 

 

By Steve Marble 

 

In early July the Washington Realtors 
gave classes in Sequim and Port Town-
send for Realtors and other interested 
parties to bring them up to speed on the 
new rules governing water use in the 
Dungeness basin and Eastern Jefferson 
County. The first half of the class was 
presented by Washington water attor-
ney, Bill Clark. Participants were treated 
to the genesis of the water laws that 
brought us to where we are today.  
  

"The Water Resources Act of 1971" was 
an overly broad bill passed by the legis-
lature which allows (not requires) De-
partment of Ecology to set instream 
flows by agency rule "to provide for 
preservation of wildlife, fish, scenic, aes-
thetic and other environmental values 
and navigational values". Ecology's 
heavy handed approach in Kittitas Coun-
ty caused the Commissioners to, in es-
sence, tell Ecology to stuff it. Unfortu-
nately the Washington Supreme Court 
sided with Ecology. Kittitas County was 
humbly required to do Ecology's bidding.  
  

The second portion of the class was 
delivered by Ecology's Mike Gallagher 
and county representatives. Their task 
was to tell the real estate community 
how to direct their clients to comply with 
the law. Eastern Jefferson County and 
the Dungeness Basin have different ver-
sions of drastic water rationing rules. 
The nuts and bolts of these laws is de-
cided by Ecology on a case by case ba-
sis.    In other words, non-elected bu-

reaucrats from Ecology get to make up 
the rules up on the fly. Is this what we 
call reprehensive democracy? 

  

In the process of formulating these rules, 
Ecology indignantly denied wanting me-
ters on wells, denigrating people accus-
ing them of such as conspiracy minded 
rumor mongers. So why, asked an at-
tendee, are all these new wells required 
to be metered? The Department repre-
sentative said he had heard the same 
thing but the meters ended up in the rule 
somehow anyway. Go figure!  
  

Even more revealing of this agency's 
character was the response to the Real-
tor who mentioned a new USGS study 
showing much more water in the 
Quilcene Basin than previously believed. 
The agency representative replied that 
was just a computer model and we all 
know the inaccuracies of computer mod-
els. The irony is that Ecology's entire rule 
is based on computer models built on 
flawed assumptions. The concept that 
private wells are responsible for deplet-
ing salmon run has no basis in fact nor 
have there been any efforts to prove this 
hypothesis.  Indeed, untested computer 
models are paraded out by Ecology as 
justification for their draconian rules. 
  

In fact, no one knows the total water re-
sources available in any area and Ecolo-
gy would like to keep it that way. Total 
build out of the Dungeness Valley would, 
based on Ecology's numbers, consume 
only around 2 cfs, less than one percent 
of the River's flow, an infinitesimal 
amount in the scheme of things. The 

millions of dollars spent on their long and 
tedious effort to force this rule on the 
population would have bought all the 
water rights they about which they insist 
is their concern. 
  

Meanwhile, the presenter from Jefferson 
County showed a chart showing the pre-
cipitous drop in well drilling activities after 
the rule went into effect. "Some well drill-
ers retired, others found alternative occu-
pations" she said. "Due to economic con-
ditions, no doubt" chimed in the man 
from Ecology. The Eastern Jefferson 
County rule went into effect at the end of 
2009.  The housing market sank in 2007. 
The Dungeness Basin rule took effect six 
months ago. 
  

In Clallam County, housing providers 
support 25% of the economy.  Whacking 
down fishing with the Boldt decision, the 
forestry industry with the spotted owl, 
and now residential development might 
lead a cynic to believe there is a war 
against rural Washington.  Please sup-
port the efforts of Olympic Resource Pro-
tection Council to turn this travesty 
around. 
 

Steve Marble has served as PCO, presi-
dent of the Sequim Realtors Assn., on 
many related State and local boards, and 
as an activist for many years in Clallam 
County, as an outspoken advocate for 
our Constitutional freedoms and a return 
to common sense. 

“The most effectual means of preventing 
[the perversion of power into tyranny are 
to illuminate, as far as practicable, the 
minds of the people at large, and more 
especially to give them knowledge of 
those facts which history exhibits, that 
possessed thereby of the experience of 
other ages and countries, they may be 
enabled to know ambition under all its 
shapes, and prompt to exert their natu-
ral powers to defeat its purposes.” 
Thomas Jefferson: Diffusion of 
Knowledge Bill, 1779. FE 2:221, Papers 
2:526 
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