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Executive Summary:

The cities of Port Angeles and Sequim have both enacted new regulations involving the sale and
discharge of consumer fireworks in the past two years. These new regulations, coupled with
concerns ranging from fire danger to impact on livestock and pets, inspired a group of citizens to
approach the County Commissioners about considering additional regulation at the County level.

A review of other counties’ policies shows a range of approaches to the subject of fireworks, including
limiting the days of the year and hours of the day during which fireworks can be discharged.

Public hearing on an Ordinance creating a Chapter in the Clallam County Code titled Fireworks to be
held on Tuesday, June 19 at 10:30 a.m. in the Board of Commissioner Board Room 160.

Budgetary Im pact:(xs there a monetary impact? If so, are funds for this already allocated or is a budget change necessary? If
this is a contract and a budget change is necessary, the budget change form must be submitted with the item at work session and for the
regular agenda) If a budget Action is required, has it been submitted and a copy attached? O

None
Recommended ACtion:(Does the Board need to act? If so, what is the department's recommendation?)

Public hearing on an Ordinance creating a Chapter in the Clallam County Code titled Fireworks to be
held on Tuesday, June 19 at 10:30 a.m. in the Board of Commissioner Board Room 160.

County Official Signature:

Date Submitted: June 8, 2018

*  Submit original and 5 copies Fireworks Ordinance Hearing.docx

**  Submit 3 originals and 5 copies Revised: 5-9-05
Questions? Call Loni Gores, Clerk of the Board, ext 2233
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PUBLIC HEARING
Proposed Clallam County Ordinance creating a new Chapter in the Clallam County Code titled Fireworks

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Clallam County Board of Commissioners will conduct a public hearing
on Tuesday, June 19 at 10:30 a.m., or as soon thereafter as possible in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room of
the Clallam County Courthouse, 223 East 4™ Street, Room 160, Port Angeles, Washington. The purpose of the
public hearing is to consider a new Chapter in the Clallam County Code title Fireworks, the text of which is
being published in summary and in compliance with RCW 65.16.160 and Clallam County Charter Section
3.10. (NOTE: The full text will be mailed without charge upon request — see "Proponent” befow for the
address andjyor telephone number.) All proposed ordinances are available on the County website
www.clallam. net.

Comments for or against this proposed ordinance are encouraged. Interested persons must either submit their
written comments before the hearing is commenced (see Proponent’s address below) or present written and/or
oral comments in person during the public hearing.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), appropriate aids and/or reasonable
accommodations will be made available upon request. Requests must be received at least seven (7) days prior
to the hearing — see "Proponent” below. The facility is considered "barrier free” and accessible to those with

physical disabilities.

PROPONENT: Clallam County Board of Commissioners
223 East 4" Street, Suite 4
Port Angeles, WA 98362-3015
Telephone: 360.417.2233

FORMAL IDENTIFICATION: Creating a new Chapter in the Clallam County Code titled, “Fireworks”

DESCRIPTIVE TITLE:
Section xxx.010, Definitions

Section xxx.020, Applicability

Section xxx.030, Delegation of Authority

Section xxx.040, Possession, sale, transfer and discharge of firewarks unlawful without a permit
Section xxx.050, Application for public/private fireworks display

Section xxx.060, Standards for public/private fireworks displays

Section xxx.070, Special effects for entertainment media

Section xxx.080, Acts not prohibited — Signal purposes, forest protection, etc.
Section xxx.090, Prohibition due to extreme fire danger

Section xxx.100, Chapter in connection with state law

Section xxx.110, Effective

Section xxx.120, Enforcement

Section xxx,130, Penalty for violations

SECTION-BY-SECTION SUMMARY OF PROPOSED CHANGES:

Section xxx.010. Definitions: Add definition for consumer fireworks, display fireworks, extreme fire danger,
fireworks, governing body, Clallam County Fire Marshal, public display, special effects.

Section xxx.020. Applicability: Describes the sale and use of all fireworks.

Section xxx.030. Delegation of authority: The Board delegates the authority it holds pursuant to Ch. 70.77
RCW and this Chapter to the Clallam County Fire Marshal or any designee of the Clallam County Fire
Marshal. .

Section xxx.040. Possession, sale, transfer and discharge of fireworks unlawful without a permit: Describes it
is unlawful for any person to possess, sell offer to sell, use, transfer, discharge or explode any fireworks
within the unincorporated areas of Clallam County.

Section xxx.050. Application for public/private fireworks display: Describes the application process.

Section »xx.060. Standards for public/private fireworks displays: Describes standards and conditions for

public/private fireworks displays.

-j:\public\clerk of the board\notice of public hearings\2018\ordinances\updated fireworks new chapter in ccc.docx



Section xxx.070. Special effects for entertainment media: Does not prohibit the assembling, compounding,
use and display of special effects.

Section xxx.080. Acts not prohibited — Signal purposes, forest protection, etc.: Describes signal purposes.
Section xxx.090. Prohibition due to extreme fire danger: Describes extreme fire danger usage.

Section xxx.100. Chapter in connection with state law: This Chapter is intended to augment Chapter 70.77
RCW, and shall be construed in connection with that law and any and all rules or regulations issued pursuant
thereto.

Section xxx.110. Effective date: This Chapter shall take effect one year after its adoption by the Board.
Section xxx.120. Enforcement: The County Sheriff, or designee, is authorized to enforce all pravisions.
Section xxx.130. Penalty for violations: Describes infractions and fines for violations

Publish:June 8 ('%'w ﬁUTUH

Bill: Board of Commissioners “t‘c’:ni.Gores, Clerk of the Board

j:\public\clerk of the board\notice of public hearings\2018\ordinances\updated fireworks new chapter in ccc.docx



Ordinance
An ordinance creating a Chapter in the Clallam County Code titled Fireworks

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF CLALLAM COUNTY COMMISSIONERS:

Section xxx.010, Definitions, is created to read as follows:

For purposes of this Chapter, the following definitions apply:

(1) “Consumer Fireworks” means a type of “firework™ as further defined in RCW
70.77.136 as currently enacted or hereafter amended.

(2) “Display Fireworks” means large fireworks designg
classified as such by the U.S. Department of Transportati
70.77.131, as currently enacted or hereafter amended.

(3) “Extreme Fire Danger” is a status that may, clare hc Clallam County Fire
Marshal at his or her discretion when present in fincorporate /@ nty are both hot, dry
weather for a period of not less than one week #¢éompanied by low oistures.

(4) “Fireworks” means any composition vice designed to pro a visible or an
audible effect by combustion, deflagration or det@nn an ich meets eﬁnltlon of
“articles pyrotechnic” as set forth in RCW 70.77.1 %,/'g}t nition of “co %r fireworks”
as set forth in RCW 70.77.136, or thg’ ition of “di reworks” as set forth in RCW

smarily for display and
further set forth in RCW

70.77.131, or as those statutes may b¢’ amended. 4”/’

(5) “Governing Body” means the” @alla@)my Boar&g County Commissioners or
“Board.” ,,/}? ////7 / ////

(6) “Clallam Co arshal” s the persorap om{@' by the Board to serve in

o

that position.
eature whe/ the public is invited, admitted

or permitted to V1ew the/ isplay fireworks.

(8) “Speecial ; '@ @ 70. 77446, (as currently enacted and hereafter
amended ;//» Ay pmbi ¢ em%s or chemical compounds capable of
burning a @ e OX)/ in the at ere, and designed and intended to produce an
audlble ‘.-. al, mechanical Gy, the ect as an integral part of a motion picture, radio,
television, rical or oper ducti live entertainment.

%‘ . %)

W 7
o
Section xxx.02 % licability /s created to read as follows:
The provision é;%us Cha pie 7 shall be applicable to the sale and use of all fireworks except
toy paper caps containig St than twenty-five hundredths grain of explosive compound for

each cap and trick or no 2y devices not classified as consumer fireworks.

Section xxx.030, Delegation of authority, is created to read as follows:

The Board delegates the authority it holds pursuant to Ch. 70.77 RCW and this Chapter to
the Clallam County Fire Marshal or any designee of the Clallam County Fire Marshal. Nothing
in this delegation serves to reduce or repeal the legislative authority of the Board with respect to
this Chapter and fireworks.
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Section xxx.040, Possession, sale, transfer and discharge of fireworks unlawful without a
permit, is created to read as follows:

It is unlawful for any person to possess, sell, offer to sell, use, transfer, discharge or explode
any fireworks within the unincorporated areas of Clallam County, except for duly authorized
public or private displays for which a permit has been issued under this Chapter.

Section xxx.050, Application for public/private fireworks display, is created to read as

follows:

Applications for a permit to hold, conduct or operate a pub 3 f’private display of fireworks

display of fireworks and all fire and safety requiremenyggs & h in the standards for public
dlsplay per Chapter 70.77 RCW. Applicant shall prgy G ny approved public display
fireworks display event.

application fort 0 rmit described here.

)
) o
Section xxx.060, Standards for public/private @orks digplays, is cre@ to read as
follows: //f{/ 4 /7//}
s/ ors “
All public/private fireworks di all confornvig the followmg minimum standards and

",
1 /L/be plann%rgamzed and discharged by a

rove/ the Clallam County Fire

conditions: %jf-’/;
(1) All public/private fireworks @ /
State of Washlngton llcens/ yro -tech

Marshal or de31gnee 0 pr1or /., blic/priggite display of fireworks. The
permit shall include i g ! pphcant; :'//. pplicant’s adéress the exact location, date
and time of the proposeaﬁﬁ ie number, ty@ nd class of fireworks to be displayed; the

. ’ 7
manner in v ig) /u firew aye bemi stored pr é o the display; and shall include the name
and add r SO ; OITT %th >ppnd required and a photocopy of the policy
per C / 7/ 0 77 RCWand C / '5////’///

rawmg shall’ bmi ’:{ the Clallam County Fire Marshal showing a plan view
of the ﬁre dlscharge sl d the é%)undmg area within a 300-foot radius. The drawing
shall include a@ ctures, fenéeé, barricades, streets, fields, streams and any other significant
factors that ma)f@l bjected to7jgpition or that may inhibit firefighting capabilities.

(4) When, at% scretio, the Clallam County Fire Marshal or Fire Chief having
jurisdiction, such req 7 cessary to preserve the public health, safety and welfare, the
permit may require that 4/ rtment pumper and a minimum of four trained fire-fighters
shall be on site 30 minutes r to and after the shooting of the event.

(5) All combustible debris and trash shall be removed from the area of discharge for a
distance of 300 feet in all directions.

(6) All unfired or “dud” fireworks shall be disposed of in a safe manner.

(7) A minimum of 20 gallons of water available for firefighting and one fire blanket shall
be required to be at the fireworks discharge site.
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(8) The permit may be immediately revoked at any time deemed necessary by the Clallam
County Fire Marshal or designee due to any noncompliance, weather conditions, and/or period of
extreme fire danger. The display may also be canceled by accidental ignition of any form of
combustible or flammable material in the vicinity due to falling debris from the display.

(9) Areas of public access shall be determined by the Clallam County Fire Marshal or
designee and maintained in an approved manner.,

Section xxx.070, Special effects for entertainment media, is created to read as follows:

This Chapter does not prohibit the assembling, compounding, use and display of special
effects of whatever nature by any person engaged in the prodgétion of motion pictures, radio or
television productions, theatricals or operas when such W isplay is a necessary part of the
production and such person possesses a valid perm1t issged % County to purchase, possess,

transport or use such fireworks, and meets the requi / of é)/; xxx.060 (1) through (9).
o
//:/,

Section xxx.080, Acts not prohibited — Signal pu poses, forest pro on, etc, is created to

/ )
read as follows: ////,'%/
This Chapter does not prohibit the use of ﬂd@ fuses jiconnection the operation of

motor vehicles, motor or sail vessels, or other trans 2 geéncies for sign @poses or
illumination or for use in forest prot/ % ctivities or th ses described in RCW 70.77.311.
.

Section xxx.090, Prohibition due to e ﬂ?y anger, K/ ated to read as follows:

During periods of extr: e fire dangef7as det @ 2ed by th am County Fire Marshal in
consultation with the rep es of the@ istrigts) / éxwuhm the County, the
hal %’ eclare ln%

Clallam County Fire against the use of all
%eﬁned
newspaper of record and’gfgo plac on the hom _

fireworks, as that terrt - 1:)11 shall b published once in the County’s
>, ge of the County’s publicly-available web

site. %

i, %’”/
X.100, Cha f;,f in co on w1t e law, is created to read as follows:
}apter is mten %0 aug, Chapter 70.77 RCW, and shall be construed in
connection{{ that law an and 7 2@5 or regulations issued pursuant thereto. Should
there be a dis }ncy betwee is Chap tet and Ch. 70.77 RCW, the text deemed more stringent

shall apply. //7?,;//,

\\\

Section xxx.110, Effe@
This chapter shall take e

Section xxx.120, Enforcement, is created to read as follows:

The County Sheriff, or designee, is authorized to enforce all provisions of this Chapter and,
in addition to criminal sanctions or civil remedies, the County Sheriff may revoke any permit
issued pursuant to this Chapter upon any failure or refusal of the permittee to comply with the
orders and directives of the Clallam County Fire Marshal or designee.



Section xxx.130, Penalty for violations, is created to read as follows:

Any person violating or failing to comply with any provisions of this chapter is guilty of an

infraction and subject to a fine of up to $250.00.

ADOPTED this nineteenth day of June 2018

BOARD OF CLALLAM COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Mark Ozias, C

ATTEST:

Loni Gores, Clerk of the Board





